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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER DESAI 

1 . THIS MESSAGE TRANSMITS THE TEXT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER DESAI WHICH THE EMBASSY SHOULD 
DELIVER SOONEST. 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

1 READ YOUR MAY 16 LETTER WITH GREAT INTEREST. I APPRE- 
CIATE BOTH ITS WARMTH AND ITS CANDOR. 

IT WAS VERY KIND OF YOU TO INVITE ME TO VISIT INDIA, AND I 
AM HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR INVITATION. I INTEND TO LIMIT 
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TRAVEL ABROAD DURING THE FIRST PART OF MY ADMINISTRATION, 
BUT I WILL PLACE INDIA HIGH ON MY AGENDA FOR FOREIGN TRIPS. 

IN THE MEANTIME, IS THERE ANY CHANCE THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO COME TO THE UNITED STATES-PERHAPS EARLY NEXT YEAR? YOU 
HAVE MANY ADMIRERS HERE, AND I CAN ASSURE YOU A WARM WEL- 
COME. I ESPECIALLY LOOK FORWARD TO A MEETING WITH YOU AND 
HOPE YOU CAN COME. 

IN THE SPIRIT OF OUR EARLIER CORRESPONDENCE, I WOULD LIKE TO 
SHARE SOME THOUGHTS WITH YOU ON NICLEAR QUESTIONS. I WAS 
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DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY YOUR LETTER, AND BY WHAT YOU HAVE SAID 
PUBLICLY ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS REGARDING YOUR STRONG 
AND PRINCIPLED OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS. CLEARLY, WE 
SHARE THE FUNDAMENTAL GOAL OF PREVENTING WHAT YOU SO APTLY 
TERM "NUCLEAR MISUSE." INDIA'S EAGERNESS TO FIND WAYS TO 
REDUCE THE DANGER OF A NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST IS VERY HEARTENING 
TO ME. AT THE SAME TIME, I FULLY UNDERSTAND YOUR POSITION 
THAT INDIA MUST USE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY TO MEET ITS FUTURE 
ENERGY AND DEVELOPMENTAL REQUIREMENTS, AND YOUR RESISTANCE 
TO DISCRIMINATORY ARRANGEMENTS. 

ALL NATIONS SHARE A MORAL RESPONSIBILITY TO DO WHAT THEY 
CAN IN THIS CRITICAL CAUSE. WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON A 
KEY STEP TOWARD THE OBJECTIVE OF REDUCING THE DANGERS OF 
NUCLEAR WAR-A TOTAL NUCLEAR TEST BAN ARRANGEMENT. LIKE 
THE 19638TREATY TO END ATMOSPHERIC TESTING, A COMPREHENSIVE 
TEST BAN WOULD BE A NON-DISCRIMINATORY MULTILATERAL UNDER- 
STANDING. IN VIEW OF THE LEADING ROLE THAT INDIA HAS 
HISTORICALLY PLAYED IN THIS QUESTION, I WOULD HOPE THAT YOU 
WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH US IN REACHING A COMPREHENSIVE TEST 
BAN. 

ON TARAPUR, I WAS DELIGHTED WITH YOUR FORTHRIGHT AND 
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POSITIVE RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR GOHEEN. WHOM I HAD PER- 
SONALLY ASKED TO DISCUSS THIS WITH YOU. YOUR PROMPT 
ASSURANCES TO ME THAT INDIA WOULD MAINTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
SAFEGUARDS ON TARAPUR, WOULD NOT USE MATERIAL SUPPLIED BY 
THE UNITED STATES IN A FURTHER NUCLEAR EXPLOSION. AND WOULD 
ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS ON NUCLEAR MATTERS WERE EXTREMELY 
ENCOURAGING. ON THE BASIS OF YOUR RESPONSE, I AUTHORIZED 
A RECOMMENDATION THAT THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
ISSUE THE LONG-PENDING LICENSE FOR ENRICHED URANIUM FUEL. 

I AM PLEASED THE SHIPMENT IS NOW ON ITS WAY. 

THE NEW U.S. NUCLEAR EXPORT POLICY. WHICH WILL BE A MAJOR 
ELEMENT IN OUR DISCUSSIONS, IS DESIGNED NOT ONLY TO REDUCE 
THE RISK OF POSSIBLE MISUSE OF CIVIL NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY 
FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, BUT ALSO, EQUALLY IMPORTANT, TO 
ENSURE ITS FULLEST POSSIBLE APPLICATION FOR ECONOMIC AND 
SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENT. ALONG WITH THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
NATIONS, THE UNITED STATES SEES THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY'S SAFEGUARD SYSTEM AS A MEANS OF PROMOTING 
WORLDWIDE CONFIDENCE THAT NUCLEAR MATERIALS ARE NOT BEING 
MISUSED. COMPREHENSIVE IAEA SAFEGUARDS DO NOT IN ANY WAY 
IMPAIR A NATION'S ABILITY TO DEVELOP AND USE NUCLEAR 
TECHNOLOGY FOR CIVILIAN PURPOSES; IF YOUR TECHNICAL PEOPLE 
HAVE ANY DOUBTS ON THIS MATTER. WE WILL BE GLAD TO ADDRESS 
THEM IN OUR DISCUSSIONS. 

TO DEMONSTRATE OUR OWN SUPPORT OF THE IAEA SAFEGUARDS 
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SYSTEM, THE U.S. IS ITSELF CURRENTLY NEGOTIATING ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR THESE CONTROLS ON ALL AMERICAN CIVILIAN NUCLEAR 
INSTALLATIONS. THIS IS THE IDENTICAL RESPONSIBILITY THAT 
WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN BY NON-NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATES, BUT 
I RECOGNIZE THAT, PSYCHOLOGICALLY AT LEAST, WE ARE ASKING 
OTHERS TO DO MORE THAN WE ARE ABLE TO DO OURSELVES. THIS 
FRANKLY DISTURBS ME, BUT I SEE NO ALTERNATIVE UNTIL WE AND 
THE SOVIET UNION ARE ABLE TO MOVE ALONG THE ROAD TOWARD 
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT. WE CANNOT AFFORD TO PUT OFF ESTAB- 
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LISHING AS MANY GLOBAL NORMS AS ARE REALISTICALLY POSSIBLE 
UNTIL POLITICAL CONDITIONS ARE RIPE FOR NUCLEAR DISARMA- 
MENT. COMPREHENSIVE IAEA SAFEGUARDS ARE AMONG THE MOST 
IMPORTANT NORMS FOR PREVENTING NUCLEAR MISUSE. 

A RELATED POINT CONCERNS THE INTERNATIONAL FUEL CYCLE 
EVALUATION PROGRAM. I HAVE PROPOSED THIS AS A WAY FOR 
INTERESTED COUNTRIES TO CONSIDER HOW BEST TO ENHANCE THE 
USE OF NUCLEAR POWER IN ACHIEVING DEVELOPMENT AND ENERGY 
GOALS, WHILE MINIMIZING THE TECHNICAL POSSIBILITIES FOR 
MISUSE OF THIS TECHNOLOGY FOR MILITARY PURPOSES. AS ONE 
OF THE WORLD'S LEADERS IN NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY, YOUR COUNTRY 
HAS MUCH TO OFFER IN MAKING THIS IMPORTANT PROGRAM A 
SUCCESS. I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT INDIA DECIDES TO JOIN IN 
THIS COOPERATIVE EFFORT. PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF HIGHLY 
TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THIS PROPOSAL HAS PERHAPS CAUSED SOME 
MISUNDERSTANDING. WE ARE NOT TRYING TO FORCE OTHERS TO 
ABANDON EXPENSIVE INVESTMENTS IN THEIR NUCLEAR POWER PRO- 
GRAMS. WE ARE SEEKING THROUGH THE FUEL CYCLE EVALUATION 
PROGRAM TO DEVELOP SAFER TECHNOLOGY TO REDUCE THE CHANCES 
OF PROLIFERATION AND IMPROVE THE SAFETY AND ECONOMIC PER- 
FORMANCE OF FUTURE FUEL CYCLES. 

I HAVE WRITTEN AT LENGTH ON THE NUCLEAR QUESTION BECAUSE I 
FEEL, AS YOU DO, THAT IT IS CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT FOR 
HUMANITY. INDIA HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO SET A PRINCIPLED 
EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS TO FOLLOW IN THE INTEREST OF OUR SHARED 
OBJECTIVES. I WOULD HOPE INDIA EXERTS ITS TRADITIONAL ROLE 
OF MORAL LEADERSHIP IN THIS VITAL AREA. 

TURNING BRIEFLY TO ANOTHER SUBJECT, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK FOR 
YOUR HELP IN DEALING WITH AN ASPECT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT THAT IS MUCH IN THE FOREFRONT OF MY THINKING: THE 
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NEED TO FOCUS PRIMARY ATTENTION ON IMPROVING THE LOT OF 
THE RURAL POOR. I HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY THE EMPHASIS YOUR 
GOVERNMENT IS PLACING ON INCREASING EMPLOYMENT AND RAISING 
THE LIVING STANDARDS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, WHERE THE VAST 
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MAJORITY OF YOUR PEOPLE LIVE. SINCE INDIA HAS MUCH 
EXPERTISE IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT, I THINK AMERICAN SPECIAL- 
ISTS WOULD GAIN FROM EXCHANGING VIEWS WITH YOUR EXPERTS 
SO THAT WE WOULD HAVE THE BENEFIT OF YOUR EXPERIENCE, 
COUNSEL, AND COOPERATION IN SHAPING OUR OWN ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS FOR THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IF YOU THINK THIS 
IDEA WORTH PURSUING, AMBASSADOR GOHEEN COULD WORK OUT THE 
DETAILS WITH THE APPROPRIATE PEOPLE IN YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I ALSO WANT TO KEEP YOU ABREAST OF PROGRESS IN OUR TAPKS 
WITH THE SOVIETS CONCERNING ARMS CONTROL IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. AS YOU KNOW, DELEGATIONS MET IN MOSCOW LAST MONTH, 
ANDIA SECOND MEELING IS SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER. THE 
INITIAL SESSION WAS CONCERNED MAINLY WITH QUESTIONS OF 
DEFINITION AND SETTING FORTH OPENING POSITIONS; THE NEGOTI- 
ATIONS WERE SERIOUS AND GAVE ME GROUNDS FOR CAUTIOUS HOPE. 
THE TWO SIDES AGREED THAT OUR INITIAL EFFORTS SHOULD BE 
DIRECTED TOWARD A STABILIZATION OF THE MILITARY SITUATION 
TO PREVENT THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ESCALATING ARMS RACE IN 
THE INDIAN OCEAN. THE PRECISE NATURE OF THE STABILIZATION 
AGREEMENT AND POSSIBLE SUBSEQUENT REDUCTIONS IN FORCES 
WILL HAVE TO BE DETERMINED IN THE LATER MEETINGS. 

IN CLOSING, LET ME SAY AGAIN HOW PLEASED I WAS WITH YOUR 
LETTER. I ALSO WANT TO THANK YOU FOR THE WARM RECEPTION 
THAT YOU AND OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT ACCORDED 
AMBASSADOR GOHEEN. I AM ENCOURAGED BY SECRETARY VANCE'S 
GOOD MEETING IN PARIS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE AND BY 
REPORTS OF THE CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER IN WHICH OUR REPRESENTA- 
TIVES AT VARIOUS MULTILATERAL GATHERINGS ARE WORKING TO- 
GETHER. I AM HEARTENED BY THE WAY THAT DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
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INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES IS DEVELOPING, AND I SENSE A 
GROWING MUTUAL TRUST AND CONFIDENCE BETWEEN US. THIS IS 
AS IT SHOULD BE BETWEEN COUNTRIES WITH SO MANY SHARED 
INTERESTS AND VALUES. 

SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. END QUOTE. 

2. SIGNED ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER DESAI 

1 . THIS MESSAGE TRANSMITS THE TEXT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT TO PRIME MINISTER DESAI WHICH THE EMBASSY SHOULD 
DELIVER SOONEST. 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

1 READ YOUR MAY 16 LETTER WITH GREAT INTEREST. I APPRE- 
CIATE BOTH ITS WARMTH AND ITS CANDOR. 
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IT WAS VERY KIND OF YOU TO INVITE ME TO VISIT INDIA, AND I 
AM HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR INVITATION. I INTEND TO LIMIT 
TRAVEL ABROAD DURING THE FIRST PART OF MY ADMINISTRATION, 

BUT I WILL PLACE INDIA HIGH ON MY AGENDA FOR FOREIGN TRIPS. 

IN THE MEANTIME, IS THERE ANY CHANCE THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO COME TO THE UNITED STATES-PERHAPS EARLY NEXT YEAR? YOU 
HAVE MANY ADMIRERS HERE, AND I CAN ASSURE YOU A WARM WEL- 
COME. I ESPECIALLY LOOK FORWARD TO A MEETING WITH YOU AND 
HOPE YOU CAN COME. 

IN THE SPIRIT OF OUR EARLIER CORRESPONDENCE, I WOULD LIKE TO 
SHARE SOME THOUGHTS WITH YOU ON NUCLEAR QUESTIONS. I WAS 
DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY YOUR LETTER, AND BY WHAT YOU HAVE SAID 
PUBLICLY ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS REGARDING YOUR STRONG 
AND PRINCIPLED OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS. CLEARLY, WE 
SHARE THE FUNDAMENTAL GOAL OF PREVENTING WHAT YOU SO APTLY 
TERM "NUCLEAR MISUSE." INDIA'S EAGERNESS TO FIND WAYS TO 
REDUCE THE DANGER OF A NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST IS VERY HEARTENING 
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TO ME. AT THE SAME TIME, I FULLY UNDERSTAND YOUR POSITION 
THAT INDIA MUST USE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY TO MEET ITS FUTURE 
ENERGY AND DEVELOPMENTAL REQUIREMENTS, AND YOUR RESISTANCE 
TO DISCRIMINATORY ARRANGEMENTS. 

ALL NATIONS SHARE A MORAL RESPONSIBILITY TO DO WHAT THEY 
CAN IN THIS CRITICAL CAUSE. WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON A 
KEY STEP TOWARD THE OBJECTIVE OF REDUCING THE DANGERS OF 
NUCLEAR WAR-A TOTAL NUCLEAR TEST BAN ARRANGEMENT. LIKE 
THE 1963 TREATY TO END ATMOSPHERIC TESTING, A COMPREHENSIVE 
TEST BAN WOULD BE A NON-DISCRIMINATORY MULTILATERAL UNDER- 
STANDING. IN VIEW OF THE LEADING ROLE THAT INDIA HAS 
HISTORICALLY PLAYED IN THIS QUESTION, I WOULD HOPE THAT YOU 
WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH US IN REACHING A COMPREHENSIVE TEST 
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BAN. 

ON TARAPUR, I WAS DELIGHTED WITH YOUR FORTHRIGHT AND 
POSITIVE RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR GOHEEN, WHOM I HAD PER- 
SONALLY ASKED TO DISCUSS THIS WITH YOU. YOUR PROMPT 
ASSURANCES TO ME THAT INDIA WOULD MAINTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
SAFEGUARDS ON TARAPUR, WOULD NOT USE MATERIAL SUPPLIED BY 
THE UNITED STATES IN A FURTHER NUCLEAR EXPLOSION, AND WOULD 
ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS ON NUCLEAR MATTERS WERE EXTREMELY 
ENCOURAGING. ON THE BASIS OF YOUR RESPONSE, I AUTHORIZED 
A RECOMMENDATION THAT THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
ISSUE THE LONG-PENDING LICENSE FOR ENRICHED URANIUM FUEL. 

I AM PLEASED THE SHIPMENT IS NOW ON ITS WAY. 

THE NEW U.S. NUCLEAR EXPORT POLICY, WHICH WILL BE A MAJOR 
ELEMENT IN OUR DISCUSSIONS, IS DESIGNED NOT ONLY TO REDUCE 
THE RISK OF POSSIBLE MISUSE OF CIVIL NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY 
FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, BUT ALSO, EQUALLY IMPORTANT, TO 
ENSURE ITS FULLEST POSSIBLE APPLICATION FOR ECONOMIC AND 
SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENT. ALONG WITH THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
NATIONS, THE UNITED STATES SEES THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY'S SAFEGUARD SYSTEM AS A MEANS OF PROMOTING 
WORLDWIDE CONFIDENCE THAT NUCLEAR MATERIALS ARE NOT BEING 
MISUSED. COMPREHENSIVE IAEA SAFEGUARDS DO NOT IN ANY WAY 
IMPAIR A NATION'S ABILITY TO DEVELOP AND USE NUCLEAR 
TECHNOLOGY FOR CIVILIAN PURPOSES; IF YOUR TECHNICAL PEOPLE 
HAVE ANY DOUBTS ON THIS MATTER, WE WILL BE GLAD TO ADDRESS 
THEM IN OUR DISCUSSIONS. 

TO DEMONSTRATE OUR OWN SUPPORT OF THE IAEA SAFEGUARDS 
SYSTEM, THE U.S. IS ITSELF CURRENTLY NEGOTIATING ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR THESE CONTROLS ON ALL AMERICAN CIVILIAN NUCLEAR 
INSTALLATIONS. THIS IS THE IDENTICAL RESPONSIBILITY THAT 
WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN BY NON-NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATES, BUT 
I RECOGNIZE THAT, PSYCHOLOGICALLY AT LEAST, WE ARE ASKING 
OTHERS TO DO MORE THAN WE ARE ABLE TO DO OURSELVES. THIS 
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FRANKLY DISTURBS ME, BUT I SEE NO ALTERNATIVE UNTIL WE AND 
THE SOVIET UNION ARE ABLE TO MOVE ALONG THE ROAD TOWARD 
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT. WE CANNOT AFFORD TO PUT OFF ESTAB- 
LISHING AS MANY GLOBAL NORMS AS ARE REALISTICALLY POSSIBLE 
UNTIL POLITICAL CONDITIONS ARE RIPE FOR NUCLEAR DISARMA- 
MENT. COMPREHENSIVE IAEA SAFEGUARDS ARE AMONG THE MOST 
IMPORTANT NORMS FOR PREVENTING NUCLEAR MISUSE. 

A RELATED POINT CONCERNS THE INTERNATIONAL FUEL CYCLE 
EVALUATION PROGRAM. I HAVE PROPOSED THIS AS A WAY FOR 
INTERESTED COUNTRIES TO CONSIDER HOW BEST TO ENHANCE THE 
USE OF NUCLEAR POWER IN ACHIEVING DEVELOPMENT AND ENERGY 
GOALS. WHILE MINIMIZING THE TECHNICAL POSSIBILITIES FOR 
MISUSE OF THIS TECHNOLOGY FOR MILITARY PURPOSES. AS ONE 
OF THE WORLD'S LEADERS IN NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY, YOUR COUNTRY 
HAS MUCH TO OFFER IN MAKING THIS IMPORTANT PROGRAM A 
SUCCESS. I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT INDIA DECIDES TO JOIN IN 
THIS COOPERATIVE EFFORT. PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF HIGHLY 
TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THIS PROPOSAL HAS PERHAPS CAUSED SOME 
MISUNDERSTANDING. WE ARE NOT TRYING TO FORCE OTHERS TO 
ABANDON EXPENSIVE INVESTMENTS IN THEIR NUCLEAR POWER PRO- 
GRAMS. WE ARE SEEKING THROUGH THE FUEL CYCLE EVALUATION 
PROGRAM TO DEVELOP SAFER TECHNOLOGY TO REDUCE THE CHANCES 
OF PROLIFERATION AND IMPROVE THE SAFETY AND ECONOMIC PER- 
FORMANCE OF FUTURE FUEL CYCLES. 

I HAVE WRITTEN AT LENGTH ON THE NUCLEAR QUESTION BECAUSE I 
FEEL, AS YOU DO, THAT IT IS CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT FOR 
HUMANITY. INDIA HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO SET A PRINCIPLED 
EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS TO FOLLOW IN THE INTEREST OF OUR SHARED 
OBJECTIVES. I WOULD HOPE INDIA EXERTS ITS TRADITIONAL ROLE 
OF MORAL LEADERSHIP IN THIS VITAL AREA. 
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TURNING BRIEFLY TO ANOTHER SUBJECT, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK FOR 
YOUR HELP IN DEALING WITH AN ASPECT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT THAT IS MUCH IN THE FOREFRONT OF MY THINKING: THE 
NEED TO FOCUS PRIMARY ATTENTION ON IMPROVING THE LOT OF 
THE RURAL POOR. I HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY THE EMPHASIS YOUR 
GOVERNMENT IS PLACING ON INCREASING EMPLOYMENT AND RAISING 
THE LIVING STANDARDS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, WHERE THE VAST 
MAJORITY OF YOUR PEOPLE LIVE. SINCE INDIA HAS MUCH 
EXPERTISE IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT, I THINK AMERICAN SPECIAL- 
ISTS WOULD GAIN FROM EXCHANGING VIEWS WITH YOUR EXPERTS 
SO THAT WE WOULD HAVE THE BENEFIT OF YOUR EXPERIENCE, 
COUNSEL, AND COOPERATION IN SHAPING OUR OWN ASSISTANCE 
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PROGRAMS FOR THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IF YOU THINK THIS 
IDEA WORTH PURSUING. AMBASSADOR GOHEEN COULD WORK OUT THE 
DETAILS WITH THE APPROPRIATE PEOPLE IN YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I ALSO WANT TO KEEP YOU ABREAST OF PROGRESS IN OUR TALKS 
WITH THE SOVIETS CONCERNING ARMS CONTROL IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. AS YOU KNOW. DELEGATIONS MET IN MOSCOW LAST MONTH, 
AND A SECOND MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER. THE 
INITIAL SESSION WAS CONCERNED MAINLY WITH QUESTIONS OF 
DEFINITION AND SETTING FORTH OPENING POSITIONS; THE NEGOTI- 
ATIONS WERE SERIOUS AND GAVE ME GROUNDS FOR CAUTIOUS HOPE. 
THE TWO SIDES AGREED THAT OUR INITIAL EFFORTS SHOULD BE 
DIRECTED TOWARD A STABILIZATION OF THE MILITARY SITUATION 
TO PREVENT THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ESCALATING ARMS RACE IN 
THE INDIAN OCEAN. THE PRECISE NATURE OF THE STABILIZATION 
AGREEMENT AND POSSIBLE SUBSEQUENT REDUCTIONS IN FORCES 
WILL HAVE TO BE DETERMINED IN THE LATER MEETINGS. 

IN CLOSING, LET ME SAY AGAIN HOW PLEASED I WAS WITH YOUR 
LETTER. I ALSO WANT TO THANK YOU FOR THE WARM RECEPTION 
THAT YOU AND OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT ACCORDED 
AMBASSADOR GOHEEN. I AM ENCOURAGED BY SECRETARY VANCE'S 
GOOD MEETING IN PARIS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE AND BY 
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REPORTS OF THE CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER IN WHICH OUR REPRESENTA- 
TIVES AT VARIOUS MULTILATERAL GATHERINGS ARE WORKING TO- 
GETHER. I AM HEARTENED BY THE WAY THAT DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES IS DEVELOPING, AND I SENSE A 
GROWING MUTUAL TRUST AND CONFIDENCE BETWEEN US. THIS IS 
AS IT SHOULD BE BETWEEN COUNTRIES WITH SO MANY SHARED 
INTERESTS AND VALUES. 

SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. END QUOTE. 

2. SIGNED ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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